CHAPTERV
LABOUR AND MATERIALS FOR
THE REBUILDING
THE act of April 29th was followed at intervals by additions
and modifications. More streets were widened, and land was
compulsorily taken over for other public purposes. In sum
the alteration was great, but many of its components were
small, and consideration of the changes made in the detail of
London's street plan may best be deferred until they can be
treated in full and as a whole. Their effect on the community,
as builders, was not great. Some years were to pass before
they were completed, and even then they seriously affected
only a minority. In April 1667, when it first became possible
for everyone to start building, and the first and greatest staking
had been finished, most men were able to make a final estimate
of the state of their ground. Some had lost heavily, but it was
clear that many sites had only to part with a narrow strip,
easily made good by moving the whole building a fraction
backwards, whilst many more would have to contribute
nothing at all Difficulties over ground were localized and
seldom grievous. The vital problem was that of supplies. Some
men would have to seek new plots and others to adjust, but the
majority need do neither, whereas every man, whatever his
building, was affected by the need to find labour and materials.
London, in fact, was about to face in an acute form a problem
which has taxed the resources of communities from the days of
primitive slave-raiding to those of hasty rearmament. It needed
for a relatively short time, much additional labour and a fan-
tastic expansion in the supply of certain commodities. It
needed them urgently, quickly^ and cheaply, and it desired to
have them with a minimum of sacrifice on its own part.
Parliament and City had each grappled with the problem.
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